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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

     

The Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET), in partnership with the City of Cape Town, 

Environmental Resource Management Department and Atlantic Beach Management PTY Ltd, appointed a 

Site manager: Louis Van Wyk and 2 Field rangers - Kashiefa Antho ny and Pamella Mrebe . Reporting to the 

Biodiversity Management Branch, the team manage s the Blaauwberg Nature Reserve: Atlantic Beach 

Section including the 20ha Atlantic Beach Golf Course Conservation Area in liaison with the Environmental 

Liaison Committe e (ELC), and focusing on the biological integrity and connectivity of the conservation 

areas west of the R27 down to the coast.  The conservation team have the following main responsibility:  

¶ To plan and ensure activities in and around the conservation areas  are undertaken according to 

environmental management requirements detailed in the Operational Environmental Management 

Plan. 

October - December  2016 Summary  

The reporting period extends over the bright and colourful  Spring and culminates with the warm and windy 

Summer on the coast . Spring flowers brought vibrant colours, unfortunately the other seasons arenõt as 

colourful and the veld have now transformed into the classic grey -green shade. The quarter presented 

many challen ges and the conservation team ended the year much stronger, wiser and confident than 

earlier in the year. The team have now been working 8  and a half months on site and the project is in a very 

healthy state.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Pamella Mrebe  (left) and Kas hiefa Revell (right) at a very windy training day at Table Bay Nature Reserve . 

2. HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES 

 

Å Fire management, especially wildfires have been both challenging and a highlight of the year. The heat 

of some of these large wildfires is tremendo us. It is wonderful to work on the fire line with colleagues one can 

trust and learn from. The fire line can be a very tense environment and it is great to be on the line when 

experience and training combines with adrenaline and the team successfully comba ts the wildfire.  
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Figure 2: Gavin Olivier [Blaauwberg Nature Reserve (BBNR)]: Senior field ranger) wetting down vegetation in  front of a 

stack pile at Pella close to  Atlantis.  

Å Environmental education is one of the most important components of nature conservation. When there is 

an understanding for nature ð respect follows. The team engage with many residents and staff at Atlantic 

Beach Estate on a daily basis and try to promote and educate the various stakeholders to the best of our  

ability. This can be challenging  many times , but very satisfying if the message enters the hearts and minds of 

the individuals. A big highlight was a snake awareness talk arranged for the staff on the  estate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3  & 4: Illustrating the snake awareness talk on the driving range of Atlantic Beach Estate.  

 

Å Red hartebeest ( Alcelaphus buselaphus ) and eland ( Taurotragus oryx ) trans locations  to BBNR have also 

been one of the highlights  of the year . The first eland was introduced on 1 December 2016 in what is truly a 

historic moment for Blaauwberg Nature R eserve. The author monitors the animals regularly as you will read 

below.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Figure 5: Illustrating the eland in her new environment.  
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3. FLORA  

 

3.1) Indigenous Flora  

3.1.1) Monitoring  

On site m onitoring of vegetation were  conducted on various occasions.  The sightings will be uploaded onto 

the Sout h African Biodiversity Database, s ome have already been uploaded. All of these species 

identification was confirmed on Ispot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: From top left clockwise Harveya squamosa (Jackle inkflower) , Lessertia frutescens (Kankerbos ), Wachendorfia 

multiflora  (Klein rooi kanol ), Lampranthus amoenus  & Pelargonium longicaule .  

3.1.2) Rehabilitation  

The team have cleared a lot of sections of invasive alien vegetation or vegetation that are not indigenous 

to Cape Flats Dune Strandveld . Many of these areas have left a large exposed section of veld and have 

been earmarked for rehabilitation, but the team will only be able to plant propagated plants in the winter 

months otherwise the planted species will die off.    

 

Lessertia frutescens  seeds  were also collected  at the Harbour Lights close open plot  and distributed it on MB 

2 where the team removed a large Coastal silver oak tree ( Brachylaena discolor ). There is a need for shrubs 

to be planted there.   

 

3.2.1) Alien Invasive Vegetation man agement  

The indigenous  vegetation is affected by establishment and spread of Alien Invasive Plant species. Invasive 

alien plant species within the conservation areas include Myoporum seratum (Manatoka), Acacia saligna 

(Port Jackson), Pennisetum clandestinum (kikuyu grass), Schinus terebinthifolius (Brazilian pepper tree) and 

Acacia cyclops (rooikrans).  There is a vast number of alien invasive vegetation in the conservation areas, 

sometimes bordering estate properties. The team do routine clearing  of the vegetation on a weekly basis.  

Following the removal of many small invasive aliens, the team focussed on the larger alien invasive plants 

on the estate in October and November. Cleared areas are being monitored for resprouting and 

regeneration of s eed banks. Manatoka ( Myoporum seratum ) is one of the species which resprouts regularly, 

even after treatment with herbicide.  The team continued handpulling a number of herbaceous weeds 

germinating, i.e. Scotch thistle and Wild mustard. The author spotted Pattersonõs curse (Echium 

plantagineum ) on the estate for the first time. This declared weed is a nightmare to eradicate and the team 

removed it as soon as possible. Those areas will also be monitored as there might be a seed bank which will 

most probably germinate annually . 

 


























